
MIKE DAY
DIRECTOR

A founding partner of Roberts Day, Mike Day has led the practice’s design teams responsible for an array of urban 
renewal projects and new towns throughout Australia, New Zealand, UAE and Asia since the Firm’s inception in 1993.
Mike has been the principal designer on the Ellenbrook New Town in Western Australia for the past 15 years. 

Frequent and extensive travel across Australia, North America the Middle East and Europe enables Mike to research and 
document the most successful established urban settlements and new towns which inform his approach to design. 

A Fellow of the Planning Institute of Australia and the Australian Institute of Company Directors; Deputy Chairman 
of the Subiaco Redevelopment Authority; Board member of the East Perth Redevelopment Authority and Chair of 
the EPRA Planning Committee, Mike has also held the positions of  Chair of the SRA Planning Committee and 
Chair of the Housing Industry of Australia [HIA] WA – Planning, Environment and Development Committee.

EDUCATION AND AWARDS

2004	 Russell Taylor Award for Design Excellence (Ellenbrook)
	 AAPC
2002 	 Company Directors Course (The Practice of Directorship)
	 Australian Institute of Company Directors 
1982 	 Graduate Diploma (Urban and Regional Planning)
	 Curtin University of Technology
1980 	 Bachelor of Arts (Urban and Regional Planning)
	 Curtin University of Technology

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS

Fellow 	 Planning Institute of Australia
Fellow 	 Australian Institute of Company Directors
Member 	 Congress for the New Urbanism
Member 	 Urban Land Institute

EXPERIENCE

1993- 	 Roberts Day
	 Perth, Western Australia
	 Founding Partner - Director 
1985-93 	 Feilman Planning Consultants
	 Perth Western Australia 
	 Associate Director 
1981-85 	 Town Planning Department of Western Australia
	 Perth, Western Australia
	 Planning Officer

STATUTORY BOARD AND COMMITTEE POSITIONS 

2009-	 Subiaco Redevelopment Authority (SRA)
	 Deputy Chairman
	 Perth, Western Australia
2008-	 East Perth Redevelopment Authority (EPRA)
	 Chair Planning Committee
2002- 	 East Perth Redevelopment Authority (EPRA)
	 Board and Planning Committee Member 
	 Perth, Western Australia 
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2002-06 	 Subiaco Redevelopment Authority (SRA)
	 Deputy Chairman 
	 Perth, Western Australia 
2003-06 	 Subiaco Redevelopment Authority (SRA)
	 Chair Town Planning Committee
	 Perth, Western Australia
1998-02 	 Housing Industry of Australia (HIA) 
	 Environment Planning & Development Committee - Chair 
	 Perth, Western Australia 
2002 	 Urban Development Institute of Australia National Congress
	 Organising Committee

AWARDED PROJECTS

URBAN DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA
Judge’s Award to EMPL for LWP Property Group’s “Contempo” at Ellenbrook (2009)
Award for Excellence in Urban Development (Ellenbrook New Town 1995, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2000 and 2001, 
2003, 2004)
Award for Excellence (Mariners Cove 2004,2005; Harvest Lakes 2004; Rivergums 2004) 
Water Sensitive Urban Development Award (Rivergums 2004) 
Sustainable Urban Development (Harvest Lakes 2004)

URBAN DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA – WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DIVISION
Award for Excellence in Masterplanned Communities (Anchorage Rockingham 2003, 2004; Ellenbrook New Town 
2005)
Award for Excellence in Affordable Development (Ellenbrook New Town 2007)

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN PLANNING INSTITUTE
National Award of Excellence (Ellenbrook New Town 2002)
Award of Excellence (Ellenbrook New Town 2001/Town Centre Study 1998)

PLANNING INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA
Certificate of Merit in Urban Design - Plans & Ideas (Ellenbrook Town Centre 2007)

PLANNING INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DIVISION
Presidents Award (Ellenbrook Town Centre 2006)
Special Commendation - Urban Design: Planning Achievement (Ellenbrook Town Centre 2006)
Special Commendation - Urban Design: Plans & Ideas (Ellenbrook Town Centre 2006)

HOUSING INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA
Greensmart Estate/Development of the Year (Malvern Springs, Ellenbrook 2008)
Greensmart Water Efficiency Award (Malvern Springs, Ellenbrook 2008)
Western Australian Energy Efficiency Awards
Planning Transport and Infrastructure Award (Coolamon Village - Ellenbrook New Town 1999)

STATE ART SPONSORSHIP SCHEME
Most Innovative Partnership Award (LWP - Ellenbrook, 2005)

WATER AWARDS
Residential Partner Award - Land Development (Ellenbrook, 2006)
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SELECTED MAJOR PROJECTS

WERRIBEE TECHNOLOGY PRECINCT - PROJECT REVIEW PANEL - wERRIBEE, VICTORIA
Client: Department of Planning + Community Development Victoria
Development Strategy for mixed use Werribee Employment Precinct.  The Werribee Employment Precinct is 925 
hectares of predominantly Crown land and is the largest piece of undeveloped Government land in the metropolitan 
area of Melbourne. Joint panel member with Ross Garnaut, Sue Holliday, Mike Waller and Craig Cook.

COBURG INITIATIVE - COBURG, VICTORIA
Client: Equiset Grollo/ Moreland City Council
Convened by the Coburg Initiative - a joint partnership between Moreland City Council and Equiset Grollo, 
Roberts Day facilitated a three day planning and design forum which brought over 250 key stakeholders and 
community members together.  Building on the framework and research studies as well as the extensive stakeholder 
and community engagement undertaken since the projects initiation, Roberts Day and the Coburg Initiative team 
have developed a Concept Plan Framework, detailing the vision for the revitalization of Central Coburg as well as 
demonstrating the sustainable mixed use principles on which it is based. 
http://thecoburginitiative.com/

Ellenbrook New Town - City of Swan, Western Australia
Client: LWP Property
The most awarded urban development project in Australia, Ellenbrook New Town is a joint venture involving 
the State Housing Authority of Western Australia and a private sector consortium. The project comprises 1,200 
hectares of land and is located approximately 20 kilometres north-east of the Perth CBD, within the City of 
Swan. On current projections, Ellenbrook will ultimately contain 10,500 dwellings accommodating a population 
of 30,000. Construction of the first of seven villages framed around a mixed use town centre commenced in 
1994. The first phase of a 140 hectare town centre is currently under construction. Completion of the project is 
anticipated in 2015. The annual development rate (400-500 lots) to date has represented approximately 10% of 
Perth’s residential land supply. In excess of 6,000 residential lots had been sold to June 2006 with 4,000 dwellings 
constructed.
http://www.beyondtheplan.com.au/ellenbrook

Yanchep - Two Rocks, Western Australia 
Client: Tokyu Corporation
At 7550 hectares, Yanchep – Two Rocks is the largest single urban development project under construction in 
Australia and will ultimately accommodate 155,000 people and 55,000 jobs. The masterplan is structured on a 
hierarchy of activity centres interconnected with high frequency public transport. At the heart of the development 
and at the terminus of the Perth northern rail line is the Yanchep City Centre, which will be the largest centre outside 
the Perth CBD with over 500,000sqm of commercial floorspace and 23,500 jobs. The plan also includes over 200 
hectares of industrial and technology parks; 100 hectares of regional open space; 14 high schools; a regional 
hospital and health campus; conservation reserves; and a network of greenway corridors. The 16km of Indian 
Ocean coastline will comprise a mixture of recreational facilities, marinas, tourist hubs and conservation areas and 
the masterplan provides guidance for compact, mixed-use, walkable neighbourhoods that foster a strong sense of 
community interaction. 
http://standrewsproject.com.au/cms/

Dubai Waterfront - Dubai, UAE
Client: Nakheel
Nakheel commissioned Roberts Day to undertake a peer review of the entire 12,000ha Waterfront project in 
November 2006.  Waterfront will provide the foundation of new city with an estimated population of 1.5 million 
people – twice the size of Hong Kong Island.  It is being developed on the last 15km of natural coastline in 
Dubai and will provide more than 70km of coastline in total.  Roberts Day was responsible for leading a series of 
visioning, strategy and design workshops, taking the form of a peer review over various portions of the Waterfront 
project area, including The Palm Jebel Ali, Crescent Islands, Phases 1, 2 and 3, G9 and the CBD.
http://www.waterfront.ae/
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The palm jebel ali - Dubai, UAE
Client: Nakheel
The Palm Jebel Ali is a 1,200ha man-made archipelago in the eastern Dubai emirate, adjacent to the Abu Dhabi 
border.  In positioning the project as a leading global lifestyle destination, Roberts Day was responsible for leading 
and formulating the vision and broad development strategy, as well as a design framework over two intensive 
eight-day working sessions involving Nakheel and a wide range of subject matter experts.  This effort culminated 
in a vision and strategy report, and three detailed planning and design reports to prescribe and direct future 
development of the site.  Roberts Day has a continuing involvement in the evolution of the project.
http://www.palmjebelali.ae/

Veneto - phase 3 waterfront - Dubai, UAE
Client: Nakheel
Veneto, Phase 3 of Nakheel’s Waterfront project is located 35km north-west of Dubai adjacent to the Abu Dhabi 
border.  Veneto, sited adjacent to the Palm Cove Canal, capitalizes on its water asset while providing a series 
of compact, connected, mixed use walkable neighbourhoods comprising a diverse range of residential and 
commercial building types.  Roberts Day led a Planning Design Forum which was convened in February 2007 at 
the Jebel Ali Resort in concert with a host of other world-leading consultants.
http://www.waterfront.ae/

JINDEE - JINDALEE, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Client: Estates Development Company
Integrated mixed use coastal neighbourhood within the North West Corridor of the Perth Metropolitan Region. 
The highly site-responsive Jindalee Plan (110 hectares - 1,200 dwellings) has been developed in association with 
Duany Plater-Zyberk, one of America’s leading new urbanist designers. It includes a traditional seaside village 
centre, a mixture of TND housing and street design typologies, and a re-emergence of a landform-sensitive 
approach to dunal housing.
http://www.jindee.com.au/

RIPLEY VALLEY - Ipswich, Queensland
Client: Ipswich City Council
Ripley Valley is a planned major city outside Brisbane covering 100km2, and representing the largest new city 
project in Australia.  It will be home to more than 150,000 residents and host 100,000 new jobs in the largest 
concentration of commercial land in Australia.  The Ipswich City Council appointed Roberts Day to lead a team of 
consultants in preparing the strategy and structure plan for the project.  Various neighbourhoods proposed within 
the city structure are all ‘transit ready’ and the design of the central business district precincts are tightly integrated 
with passenger rail.  The strategy for the new city gives direction for sustained growth in commerce and social 
capital, while balancing the need to protect and complement the natural environment.  The resulting plan allows 
the many complex layers and dimensions of a new community to be logically and sensitively accommodated within 
the site.
http://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/business/planning/planning_projects/ripley_valley/index.php

IPSWICH REGIONAL CENTRE STRATEGY - ipswich, QUEENSLAND
Client: Ipswich City Council
Moderation of 6 day enquiry by design process and participation on Expert Witness Panel convened in September 
2007. Convened to identify the Vision, Principles, Strategies and Actions for the revitalisation of Ipswich and to 
establish key project prioritisation, sites and precincts within the Region.
http://www.ipswichcentrestrategy.com.au/

Leppington East New Town - Campbelltown/Camden,  New South Wales
Client: Walker Corporation / The Uniting Church / The Fotii family
A series of mixed, walkable neighbourhoods and rural residential clusters on a four hundred hectare parcel of 
land held by a consortium comprising the Walker Corporation, the Uniting Church and the Fotii family , in close 
proximity to the proposed Leppington Central transit centre. 
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GOOGONG NEW TOWN - GOOGONG, NEW SOUTH WALES
Client: Canberra Investment Corporation
Googong, a project of state significance, is located 8km south of Queanbeyan CBD and 20km from Canberra’s 
civic heart. At 790 hectares, Googong will be one of Australia’s largest regional new towns and will set the 
benchmark for sustainable new town development at full build-out. Ultimately comprising a mixed use town centre 
and five neighbourhoods, Roberts Day has led the project visioning and master planning for Googong through a 
series of design workshops, feasibility investigations, and is currently engaged in the detailed design and delivery 
for the first neighbourhood increment.
http://googong.net/

HOPE ISLAND TND MASTER PLAN -gOLD cOAST, Queensland
Client: Gold Coast City Council
Redesign of the canal and lakefront residential landholding resulting in a unique compact, connected, mixed use 
neighbourhood design concept (200 hectares 1100 dwellings).

Point Grey Integrated Tourist and Residential Estate - point grey, western australia
Client: TS Plunkett Pty Ltd / Port Bouvard
Series of traditional mixed use neighbourhoods and marina estate with 12 kilometres of water frontage on the Peel 
Inlet and Harvey Estuary within the Shire of Murray, south of Perth (1,200 hectares – 7,000 population).
http://www.portbouvard.com.au/pointGrey.htm?10163

Rowethorpe Retirement Village - Town of Victoria Park, Western Australia
Client: Uniting Church Homes
Comprehensive Master Plan for redevelopment of the existing community; incorporating a mixed use village 
centre, tailored to the needs of the elderly - high, medium and low care facilities - 180 independent living units.

Murdoch University Campus Master Plan - MURDOCH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Client: Murdoch University
Integrated University Town Master Plan for campus within the City of Melville, Western Australia (210 hectares).
http://www.murdoch.edu.au/ofm/planning/masterplan.html

Belvidere West - East Perth, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Client: East Perth Redevelopment Authority 
A 200 lot mixed use estate within the East Perth Redevelopment project – City of Perth, Western Australia.
http://www.epra.wa.gov.au/Projects/Claisebrook-Village/Precincts/Belvidere

Leda Transit Oriented Village - KWINANA, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Client: Landstart
Town of Kwinana - Western Australia Integrated mixed use community within the Town of Kwinana which will yield 
3000 home sites and a range of commercial, education, recreational and community facilities (300 hectares). 

LAUDERDALE QUAY – LAUDERDALE, TASMANIA
Client: Walker Corporation
Lauderdale Quay is a residential and mixed use marina development demonstrating best practice in waterfront 
design, offering a catalyst for growth, environmental preservation and tourist activity for the local community. 
Working alongside a multi-disciplinary design team, Roberts Day led the visioning, design strategy and master 
planning for the project which will ultimately accommodate around 500 homes across 52 hectares.

Rouse Hill Regional Centre - Rouse Hill, New South Wales
Client: Queensland Investment Corporation/australand
Lead design consultant for the consortium assembled to design the Rouse Hill Regional Centre.
http://thenewrousehill.com.au/
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RECENT PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS

pia 2009 state conference - young planners session - september 2009
“Planning Around The World In 80 Minutes”

API west australian State Congress - August 2008
“Planning in Dubai…What are the Dividends to the Region?” 

Surf Coast Shire victorian Development Forum - June 2008
“Designing and Building Sustainable Human Habitats”

Urban Development Industry of Australia - VICTORIA State Congress - October 2007
“Planning for the Future...Planning Trends”

Urban Development Industry of Australia - south australia state conference - 2006
“How Cities Work...Leading Practice in the USA and Australia”

Urban Development Industry of Australia - AIM Leadership Programme - August 2006
“International Planning Trends” 

Property Council of Australia - Gold Coast August 2006
“Paradise Point” the high profile Gold Coast Development

Australian Financial Review Planning Summit- July 2006 
“The New Urbanism”

Urban Development Industry of Australia - Australian Congress Sydney 2005
“National Award Winning UDIA Projects – Ellenbrook New Town”

Urban Pacific National Project Mangers Conference - Melbourne September 2004 
“Emerging Planning Trends in the USA” 

Planning Institute of Australia WA State Conference (2003)
“Contemporary New Town Design” 

Housing Industry of Australia National Planning Conference - WA (2003)
“The Best of Planning Practice: Visionaries and Vision Keepers”

Urban Development Institute of Australia (WA) – Sustainability Forum (2003)
“State of the Art : Exploring the Limits of Sustainability in Urban Development” 

Property Council of Australia / Urban Land Institute Cities for the New Economy - 
Gold Coast, Queensland (2001)
“Community Building: Lessons for Australia: Ellenbrook New Town Case Study”

Inaugural Australian / New Zealand New Urbanism Congress - Melbourne, Vic (2001)
“New Urbanist Successes in Australia: Ellenbrook New Town”

Housing Industry Association National Planning Congress - Sydney, nsw (2001)
“Community Building: Lessons for Australia - Ellenbrook New Town Case Study”

 Urban Development Institute of Australia (WA) State Conference (2000)
“Collaboration / Team Building in land development in Western Australia”

Urban Development Institute of Australia (WA) State Conference (1998)
“Liveable Neighbourhoods Community Design Code for WA - A Planning Consultant’s Perspective”

Royal Australian Planning Institute WA State Conference (1998)
“Promoting Housing and Lot Mix - Community Design Code for WA”
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STUDY TOURS AND CONFERENCES

Congress for the New Urbanism Conference XV, austin texas (2008)

Congress for the New Urbanism Conference XIV, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (2007)

Coordination and host touring party - USA MASTERPLANNED Communities Tour (2006)

Congress for the New Urbanism Conference XIII, Pasadena, California (2005) 

Tour of Slovenia and the Architecture of Jose Plecnik (April 2005) 
Slovenia and Northern Italy

Congress for the New Urbanism Conference XII, Chicago (2004) 

Congress for the New Urbanism Conference XI, Washington DC (2003)

Coordination of Australian and New Zealand Property Industry Study Tour of New 
Urbanist Communities USA (June 2003)

International Planning History Society Conference, London (July 2002)

USA Planning Projects Tour for Tokyu Corporation, Japan ( Feb 2002)
Celebration - Orlando, West Palm Beach - Florida, Paseo Colorado - Pasadena California, Portola Valley Ranch 
- San Francisco, Design Forum with Calthorpe Associates Berkley - California

Congress for the New Urbanism Conference IX, New York (2001)
USA Planning projects tour coastal towns: Maine, Massachusetts - Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard, Oak Bluffs, 
Nantucket, Sconsett

Urban Land Institute Conference - Designing New Urbanist Communities, Orlando, 
Florida (2000)

USA Planning Projects Tour (2000)
Coastal development projects: Oregon, Northern California, Florida
New Towns: Abacoa-Florida, Harbortown, Memphis - Tennessee, Celebration, Rosemary Beach, Seaside-Florida

Congress for the New Urbanism Conference VIII, Portland, Oregon (2000)

European Projects Tour (2000)
Coastal Resorts: Costa Smeralda, Sardinia Italy

Congress for the New Urbanism Conference VII, Milwaukee (1999)
USA Planning Study Tour: Ion, Habersham, Charleston-S, Carolina, Celebration New Town - Orlando, Haile 
Plantation - Florida, Seaside, Rosemary Beach - Florida

2nd YEO Asia Pacific Regional Conference, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (1999)

3rd Biennial European Town Planners Conference, Herne, Germany (1999)
European Study Tour - Karlshurne, Baden Baden, Venice

Western Australian Government Trade Mission, Brunei (1998)

Congress for the New Urbanism Conference V, Toronto, Canada (1997)

USA Planning Study Tour (1997)
Kentlands, Georgetown, Washington DC

Urban Land Institute Conference - Traditional Town Planning, San Francisco, 
California (1997)

Ellenbrook New Town Presentation Series, Erfurt, Potsdam, Cologne, Frankfurt, 
Germany (1997)

The Technique of Traditional Town Planning Conference, Seaside, Florida (1995)

Planning Study Tour, Port Grimaud, France (1995)

Royal Australian Planning Institute Study Tour, USA and Canada (1992)
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